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of which I should notice, did I not wish to avoid prolixity (6).    Muhammad Ibn Musa
died in the month of the first Rabi, A. H. 259 (January, A. D. 873).

(1)  Or; from Asia Minor (Bilad ar-Rum).

(2)  The term harakdt is the equivalent of harakdt an-nvjiim.

(3)   Literally: De potestate in actum-, an Aristotelian expression.

(4)  The author has here made a long phrase and forgotten to finish it.   I have supplied the ellipse.

(5)  The author should have said: of the meridian or of a great circle of the sphere.

(6)  Our author would have done better to suppress some of his poetical citations and give us more Informa-
tion about the inventions of the Bani Musa.   He had before him documents which we l^e not.

MUHAMMAD IBN JABIR AL-BATTANI (ALB AT EG Nil7 S}.

Abu Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn Jabir Ibn Sinan, a native of Harran and an
inhabitant of ar-Rakka, surnamed al-Battani, was a famous calculator and astrono-
mer, and the author of (the astronomical work entitled] the Sabean Tables (as-Zij as-
Sdbi]. He executed many curious (astronomical} operations and made correct obser-
vations. His observations were commenced in the year 264 (A. D. 877-8), and he
continued them till the year 306 (A. D. 918-9). In his table, he marked the posi-
tions occupied by the fixed stars in the year 299 (A D. 911-2). He was the paragon
of the age in the art which he cultivated, and his operations furnish a proof of his
great talents and extensive information. He died in the year 317 (A. D, 929-30),
at a place called Kasr al-Hadr (the fortress of al-Hadr), on his return from Baghdad.
I know not if he professed the doctrines of Islamism; his name, however, indicates
that he was a Moslim (1). He made two editions of his Zij, the second of which is
better than the first. His other works are: the Marifat Matdli 'l-Bur&j (knowledge
of the rising-places of the zodiacal signs] in the interval between the quarters of the
sphere (2); a treatise on the quantity of the conjunctions (fi Mikddr il~Ittisdldt]; a
treatise in which he described the four quarters of the sphere; a treatise on the ap-
preciation of the quantity of the conjunctions; an explanation of Ptolemy's Quadri-